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SHLHCTMEN’S REPORT. 


The amount of funds chargeable to the treasurer for 
the year. ending March 1, 1874, is as follows: 


To balance in the treasury March 1 1873, $5,747 09 
Principal of surplus revenne fund, 1,728 33 
Interest on 6 66 66 Label 
Principal of literary fund 167 75 
Interest on es ; 10 06 
Resident list of State, county, town, and 

school taxes 8,937 86 
Non-resident, do. SVAN Ron iy’ 
Resident school house tax, District No. 1, 24°99 
Non-resident <¢ “é Le 1 38 
Resident 6 6s re 29-15 

~ Non-resident ‘* 66 yp 1 95 
Resident highway tax 1,354 48 
Non-resident 66 L9T 22 

Received from State savings bank tax Polo 3 

ae ‘¢ railroad tax «867 24 
BS ‘¢ literary fund tax 138 17 
‘¢ interest on State bonds 444 QO 
‘¢ from sale of town notes 1,100 00 
ss «6 ~=pounty claims for 1868 272 00 
‘6 = és bank tax for 1867 70 87 


‘¢ s¢ interest on town money 24 19 


f 


Receivedof L. H. Nesmith interest on taxes 1873 40 


‘¢ use of town house 
‘* amount of dog tax 
‘¢ Goss and Pinkerton 
‘¢ State bonds on hand 


‘© cash refunded by Charles R. Clark for 
damage done to sheep by dogs 


5 

106 
63 
7,400 


5 


‘¢ from county of Rockingham for support 


of paupers 


206 


20 
00 
00 
72 
00 


00 


18 





$31,536 58 


The amount of expenditures for the same year has been 


as follows: 

By cash paid— 

State and County tax 
Schools 

School House tax 

Town House repairs 
Burying grounds 

Bridges 

Roads 

Winter roads 

Damage to sheep by dogs 
Town officers 

Town poor 

County poor 

Abatements 

Resident highway tax, in labor 
Non-resident highway receipts 
Discount for 1872 & 1873 
Notes paid 

Interest paid on notes 
Endorsements 

Interest paid on town bonds 


$4,250 
1,791 
95 

38 

13 

44 
439 
410 
3] 
484 
217 
247 
245 
1319 
Oz 
126 
3,590 
824 
239 
1,131 


00 
00 
00 
15 
75 
98 
57 
96 
00 
65 
00 
23 
60 
86 
00 
11 
35 
74 
10 
00 
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Miscellaneous town expenses 

State of New Hampshire bonds on hand 
_ Surplus revenue fund on hand 

Literary fund on hand 


Balance in the Treasury 


STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid State tax 
~ County tax 


SCHOOLS. 


Paid District No. 1, 
6é 66 2, 
cs 66 a 
66 66 4, 
6% 6¢ ae 
66 66 6, 
66 66 (i 
66 66 or ‘ 
6< 66 9, 
“ “10, 
3 66 jis 


176 43 
7,400 00 
1,728 33 

168 93 


$25,065 74 
6,470 84 


$31,536 58 








$2,556 00 
1,694 00 


$4,250 00 





$256 60 
242 10 
114 03 
170 15 
163 53 

92 21 
234 53 
246 24 
123 64 

35 36 
112 61 


$1,791 00 
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SCHOOL HOUSE TAX. 


Paid Charles Herrick, District No. 3, for 1872 $40 00 
James P. Dickey, District No. 1, 1873 25.00 
Robert C. Mack, District No. 2, for 1873 30 00 


$95 00 








TOWN HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Paid Jonathan W. Peabody, labor $12 00 
es ¢: ‘¢ lumber, paints, &c. Laas 
Elbridge W. Peabody, labor 12 00 
$38 15 
BURYING GROUNDS. 
Paid William B. Wetherbee, for north yard $8 00 
Geo. W. Chrispin, cleaning bushes from 
south yard 3 00 
John Shipley, care of hearse and repair- 
ing gate in south yard 2 75. 
$13 75 
BRIDGES. 


Paid J. Titecomb and Chas. Smith, plank and spikes $1 91 
John Alexander, plank for Alexander bridge °4 54 
John Gilcreast, labor on Alexander bridge 7 00 
William Mison, labor and lumber on Alexan- 

der bridge 12 25 
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H. C. Smith, plank and labor on Page bridge 12 08 
B. F. Whorf, plank for Kendall bridge 7 20 


$44 98 


ROADS. 


ef 
rX< 
Or 
= 


Paid John Blood, labor 
Geo. W. Annis, labor 
R.C. & A. W. Mack, land for new road 
James P. Dickey, labor 
John M. Bancroft ‘* 
W. M. Holmes, es 
James C. Esty, labor cutting bushes 
William Mison, labor 
Alfred D. Greeley, labor cutting bushes 
Aaron Jackson, Jabor cutting bushes 
William P. Nevins, labor 
William B. Wetherbee, labor 


— 
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Andrew J. Benson, labor 8 75 
Leonard Page, labor 19 48 
Daniel G. Annis, LGa 
H. C. Smith, labor, Goffs Falls Hill BS, 12 
Warren Richardson, labor 135d 
William H. Anderson, 68 02 
John Peterson, oe tay” 
James W. McKay, 4 23 
M. H. Holmes, for new road L72 60 


M. H. Holmes, for east end of new road 10 00 


8 
WINTER ROADS. 


Paid John Blood, $9 45 
John Alexander, 3.90 
John Daley, 8 75 
Willam A. Randall, 3 00 
Edward P. Ela, 19 35 
William Mison, 12°45 


> 
— 


Ransom Flanders, 
James M. Floyd, 
Washington Perkins, 
George A. Hill, 
Daniel C. Hill, 
Robert & J. D. K. Marshall, 
Thomas Bullock, 

J. Estey & Sons, 
J.C. & W. Sculley, 
Alfred D. Greeley, 
Charles Herrick, 
John Dickey, 
Charles R. Frost, 
Reed P. Clark, 
Joseph Cowdry, 
James I. Chase, 
Benjamin F. Whorf, 
Joseph S. Manning, 
J. F. Twiss, 

John Merrill, 
Martin L. Moore, 
Richard Merrill, 
Jobn Mottram, 
John Peterson, 
Leonard Page, 

L. C. Page, 

John Gilcreast, 


50 
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Paid Benj. McAllister, 6 27 
John Alexander, SA Ee 
Parker W. Farley, 5 60 
George W. Annis, - » 0G 
George W. Cutler, 6 77 
Hiram Cutler, 7:95 
John M. Bancroft, yaa 
James I’. Young, % OO 
Charles E. Young, 3 00 
Andrew J. Morse, o 90 
George B. Wiley, 4 50 
James McMurphy, 1 25 
George E. Anderson, D2 
Charles Adams, ep de 
Benning Noyes, Ase 
‘Daniel G. Annis, 1 80 
William Annis, 10 00 
Henry H. Annis, 4 0@ 
Walter Boyce, 7 00 
Joel Coburn, 6 10 
Isaac Kimball, 9 00 
Caleb M. Watts, 6 62 
James Pettingill, A 68 
Walter Reid, 2 24 
L. H. Nesmith, 20 
Simon Mullins, 1 21 
J. Y. Nesmith, 26 
Frank Rodgers, : 2 15 
David Goodwin, 8 50 
Josiah Goodwin, ‘ 8 60 
John P. Whidden, 5 00 
Ephraim Young, , ; 6 10 
William P. Nevins, 11 00 
. $410 96 
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DAMAGE TO SHEEP BY DOGS. 





Paid Zechariah Whittemore three killed $15 00 
John W. Greeley one a 7 00 
James Pettingill 5 00 
Cyrus Nesmith 4 00 

$31 00 
TOWN OFFICERS. 

Paid M. H. Holmes selectman 1872 $15 40 
John Dickey supt. school committee 43 00 
Wm. S. Pillsbury moderator 5 00 
Daniel G. Annis town clerk 1873 25 00 
Robert W. Boyd selectman 1873 50 00 
M. H. Holmes select clerk 10 00 
M. H. Holmes town treasurer 20 00 


M. H. Holmes time and expenses out of town 8 00 


00 


L. H. Nesmith collectot — 100 
M. H. Holmes selectman 1873 95 50 
H. C. Smith f 1872 9 00 
H. C. Smith 2 1873 81 50 
Charles 8. Pillsbury auditor 20g 
Jonathan McAllister  ‘* 2 00 
John Gilcreast re 2 00 
H. C. Smith time and expenses out of town 16 25 
$484 65 





TOWN POOR. 


Paid Nicholas Lawrence board and clothing for 
Charlotte Hovey ) $50 00 
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Paid George N. Goodwin for A. Goodwin 
Hannah Randall for O. Randall 
Zechariah Whittemore for Mrs. J. Ripley 


COUNTY POOR. 


Paid William Dotey board of W elsh child 
H. C. Smith transient poor 


91 00 
26 00 
50 00 


$217 00 


$7 50 
24 OO 


James W. McKay supplies for Mrs. Willey 66 00 


M. H. ifolmes transient poor 

R. W. Boyd transient poor 

Hardy & Pillsbury for M. Lambert 
A. P. Hardy for Dennis Conner 
Ransom Flanders wood for Bassau 
John Haynes for Mrs. Willey 

C. F. Bonney attendance on Bassau 
John Haynes ES oe 
Geo. W. Boyce supplies for <« 


SS a Ce 


ABATEMENTS. 
Paid on L. H. Nesmith’s list 


RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX. 


Paid on L. H. Nesmith’s list for 1872 
do do 1873 


8 25 
2 30 
9°20 
4 50 
14 50 
3 20 
60 00 
33 75 
14 03 


$247 23 





$245 60 


$440 00 
879 86 


$1,319 86 
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NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY RECEIPTS. 


Paid on L. H. Nesmith’s list for 1873 


DISCOUNT. 


Paid L. H. Nesmith discount for 1872 
do do 1873 


NOTES PAID. 


$52 00 


$55 71 
70 40 


$126 11 


Paid Jonathan McAllister Ex’r J. Greeley estate $416 46 


R. W. Boyd guardian 
Eveline Gilcreast ae 
John H. Burbank guardian 
John P. Young 

Ruth M. B. Blodgett 

John 8. Furber 

Samuel Manter 


INTEREST ON TOWN NOTES. 


Paid Elizabeth W. Dickey 
Eveline Gilcreast 
Lydia Atwood 
Margaret Colby 
Ki. W. Dickey 
Emeline Blood 


818 35 
603 90 
157 09 


1,102 41 


248 92 
209 50 
5083 72 





$3,690 35 


$24 00 
21 00 
24 00 

8 78 
24 00 
6 18 
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Paid Roxanna B. Coburn 
Ora Ann Coburn 
John 8S. Furber 
Jolin Dinsmore 
Isaac Dow 
Charles 8. Pillsbury 
Orivill A. Peabody 
Benj. McAllister 
Jonathan Savory 

66 66 
Nathan Plumer 
Jonathan W. Peabody guardian 

66 66 
George H. Hardy 
Aaron P. Hardy 


ENDORSEMENTS. 


Paid Wm. P. Wallace 
Eveline Gilcreast 
George I’. Spinney 


INTEREST ON TOWN BONDS. 


Paid Sept. 1, 1878. 
Henry C. March 
John P. Furber 
James McMurphy 
Benjamin McAllister 
John Dickey 


836 
- OF 


00 
00 


24 00 


75 
18 
12 
12 
o4 
46 
T5 
30 
115 
144 
12 
50 


02 
00 
36 
00 
30 
36 
30 
00 
00 
00 
36 
08 


se ee eee 


$824 


$50 
100 
89 


T4 


00 
00 
10 


eee ee 


$239 


$30 
15 
15 
15 
6 


10 


00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
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Paid A. W. Mack parish treasurer $195 00 
A; P. Hardy 90 00 
C. S. Pillsbury 45 00 
John L. Blood 3 00 
Eineline Blood 6 00 
Samuel C. Barker | 60 00 
John March 15 00 
Betsey Annis 15 00 
Margaret A. Barker . 6 00 
Bethiah Blodgett 6 00 
Jonathan Savory 15 00 
Susan A. Davis — 80 00 
Dorcas McQueston 3 00 
Zoe Ann Flanders 3 00 

. $573 00 
Paid March 1, 1874. : 
Benj. McAllister $15 00 
Emira March 15 00 
Henry C. March 30 00 
John L. Blood 3 00 
‘A. P. Hardy 90 00 
James McMurphy 15 00 
C. 8. Pillsbury 45 00 
John Dickey 6 00 
Susan A. Davis ~ 30 00 
Emeline Blood 6 00 
Bethiah Blodgett ; 6 00 
Zoe Anu Flanders 3 00° 
Andrew W. Mack parish treasurer 195 00 
Doreas McQueston 3 00 
John 8. Furber 15 00 
Betsey C. Annis i 15 00 
Samuel C. Barker 60 00 
Margaret A. Barker 6 00 


es 


$558 00 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Paid George E. Anderson for damage to sleigh on 


Ela road $3 00 
John Haynes births and deaths : 4 75 
H. C. Smith time and expenses to Exeter to 

meeting of Selectmen of the County 5 55d 
Wm. P. Richardson interest on bill of sale on 

Phineas Mantev’s heirs mill privilege 8 26 
Joseph Manning painting hearse ee: 
Daniels & Co. bolts for guide boards 1 20 


G. C. Bartlett petition to court for new road 30 75 
I. A. Dustin serving notice on town for pe- 


tition to court for new road 4 84 
James P. Dickey for lock to pound 1 60 
H. C. Smith guide posts and setting 4 50 
Wm. H. Fisk books and stationery 9, 65 


David Palmer guide boards | 13 25 
G. C. Bartlett petitions for road and to an- 


nex a part of Manchester to Londonderry 4 
D. G. Annis moving safe 4 00 
J. S. Kennedy painting guide boards 8 50 


W. Hz. Fisk town reports, &e. 44 83 


Walter Neal guide boards 3 75 
_L. W. Moar care of town house 1 00 
Stephen A. Estey for wood for town house 2 25 
H. ©. Smith expenses to Brentwood with 
Mrs. Wallace 4 00 
Washington Perkins for guide post and set- 
ting 3.75 
John Haynes births, deaths and deposition 2 50 
A. W. Mack surveying new road and line 
between Manchester and Londonderry 3 50 


$176 43 
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Londonderry, Feb. 27, 1874. 
This certifies that we have this day audited the selectmen’s 
accounts and find the same correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 


JOHN GILCREAST, 
JONA. McALLISTER, $ Auditors. 
CHAS. 8. PILLSBURY, 


TOWN BALANCE SHEET, 


Dr. 

To notes payable $8,955 73 
Bonds payable 19,100 00 
Interest due March 2, on note 82 00 
Due for land damage and fencing new road 275 00 


$28,862 73 





Cr, 

By due from State Bonds on hand $7,400 00 
_ Surplus revenue fund on hand 2,728 33 
Literary fund on hand 168 93 
Notes in favor of town . 285 00 
for interest ; 33 00 
Balance in treasury, highway tax deducted 6,030 84 

15,646 10 

Balance and debt of town 12,716 63 
Taxes on Collector’s book not collected $4,505 27 
Cash in the hands of collector 120 00 
ef ‘¢ treasurer 50 00 
$467 27 


MATTHEW H. HOLMES. ) Selectmen of 
HENRY C. SMIPH. \ Londonderry. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


In submitting the Annual Report we will first give a 
brief statement of the condition of individual schools. 


DISTRICT NUMBER ONE. 


During the past year this school was in session twenty- 
eight weeks ; two terms of eight weeks each, and one of 
twelve, taught by Miss Ellie A. Gilcreast. The excellent 
reputation of Miss Gilcreast as a teacher had been well 
earned, and from the first promised good results. At 
each visit of the committee there were unmistakable signs 
of good management. The teacher did her utmost, 
it is believed, to beget an interest, and to arouse the 
enthusiasm of her pupils. With the exception of a few 
whose voices were inexcusably low in recitations, they re- 
sponded well to her efforts, and in nearly all the classes a 
great degree of improvement was manifested. Many ex- 
pedients were resorted to for the purpose of illustrating, 
simplifying, and making study attractive, with gratifying 
success. The school was at all times orderly, showing the 
highest respect to their teacher, and at the close of their 
seven months’ schooling, instead of being relieved of a 
weary burden, the scholars seemed only to regret that the 
school was to continue no longer. 

Londonderry 3 
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Addie M. Holmes, Mary Remington, Nellie Whitte- 
more, Hattie Whittemore, Addie Moore, Mary Young, 
Martha Fling, Ida Manning, Charles H. Holmes, Charlie 
Slate, Rosecrans Pillsbury, Charlie Pillsbury, and Fred 
Young, were perfect in attendance in the summer, and 
Sarah Dickey, Henry Remington, Frank Moore, Frank 
Hardy, Oscar Benson, and Willie Benson, were neither 
absent nor tardy during the three terms. 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWO. 


Taught in the summer by Miss Luella F. Morey. This 
school now ranks as second in town in point of numbers. 
Miss Morey’s experience in teaching was not extensive, 
and more or less of her school days had been spent in the 
district, which often operates as a slight disadvantage to 
young teachers. She seemed, however, by persistent la- 
bor and perseverance, to have overcome in a great meas- 
ure any difficulties under which she might have labored, 
and to fill worthily the position she occupied. Possessing 
herself a good knowledge of the branches to be taught, 
her instruction is believed to have been uniformly correct. 
Good order prevailed at both visits of the committee and 
the progress of the school at the close was highly satisfac- 
tory. 

The winter term was under the instruction of Mr. An- 
drew W. Mack. Mr. Mack’s former reputation in the 
line of teaching was a sufficient guarrantee of success. His 
acquaintance with the habits and inclinations of his pupils 
enabled him to meet their wants more favorably than could 
have been done under ordinary circumstances. It re- 
quired but a slight effort on his part to maintain complete 
order, as, it is safe to say, the scholars here, taken as a 
whole, for amiability, good breeding, aptness to learn and 
willingness to comply with the rules of the teacher, are at 
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least equal to those of any school in town. Their com- 
mendable behavior at the examination, prompt answers 
and good voices should be mentioned much to their credit. 
Writing had received its proper share of attention, and 
from a somewhat close inspection by the committee it was 
found that a iarge number had made decided proficiency. 

This is the only district in town that furnishes an una- 
bridged dictionary for its pupils; the school room is also 
supplied with outline maps, clock and thermometer. The 
excellent accomodations of the house and its beautiful sur- 
roundings especially invite all who thirst fer knowledge 
to come and partake. 

Clara A. Anderson, Emma J. Anderson, Georgietta 
W. Knight, Hattie A. Morrison, Edward Anderson, dur- 
ing the summer, and Emma L. Boyd, Daniel M. Boyd, 
George H. Boyd, Frank Robie, George E. Anderson, EI- 
win C. Peabody and Wallace P. Mack, in the winter, and 
Nellie A. Robie, Nellie L. Wallace and Perley S. Robie, 


during both terms, were perfect in attendance. 
DISTRICT NUMBER THREE. 


The summer school of eight weeks was in charge of 
Miss M. Lizzie Anderson. Miss Anderson is a queen in the 
school room. Her school isa monarchy but of the mild- 
est, gentlest type. There is no occasion for the use of the 
rod, and words are not multiplied. Every exercise is so 
systematized and made attractive that the performance of 
duty only brings pleasure, and the scholars are glad to 
obey when otherwise obedience might be tedious and irk- 
some. 

It is needless perhaps to say that considering the ages 
of the scholars and the short term of school, the ex- 
ercises at the close were of a high order. The scholars 
gave their answers with good voices and seemed confident 
in what they had learned. 
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Of her pupils Miss Anderson thus remarks in her regis- 
ter: ‘* They have labored with assiduity, and without ex- 
ception have been kind, respectful, obedient pupils. 
There is one scholar who has not missed a word in spell- 
ing, and several who report as not having whispered during 
the term.” 

The winter term was commenced by Miss Anderson 
whose health failed before any considerable time had ex- 


pired, and the school was placed in charge of Mrs. Emily 
M. Robinson. 


The committee failing to receive notice, no examination 
was made at the close; it is believed, however, that Mrs. 
Robinson took a deep interest in the welfare of her pupils 
and was highly successful in her efforts for their benefit. 
We trust the very few scholars of whom some complaint 
was made for truancy and insubordination will realize be- 
fore it is too late, that a different course of action is vital 
to their own interests as well as to the harmony of the 
school with which they are connected. Much credit is 
due the teacher for her timely effort in procuring a set of 
outline maps for the use of the school, and to the citizens 
of the district for their generous contributions. 

Perfect in attendance, summer, Clara A. Dooley, Mary 
A. Mottram, Sadie O. Patterson, James P. Daley, John 
W. Daley; winter, William F. Robinson, Justice T OWNS 5 
both terms, Ella J. Dooley, Ida A. Dooley. 


DISTRICT NUMB ER FOUR. 


Three terms of school, twenty-eight weeks in the ag- 
gregate, were taught by Miss Florie Gilcreast. This 
school now ranks third in point of numbers and equal to 
the highest in average attendance, and it is doubtful if it 
is excelled by any in ability to master the studies usually 
pursued. Miss Gilcreast is highly educated and well 
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qualified to impart instruction to others. Excellent classes 
were examined at the close of each term. More than the 
usual number attended to Geography, while classes in men- 
tal Arithmetic, Grammer and History had made marked 
proficiency. The scholars held their teacher in the high- 
est esteem but they should remember that whispering is to 
her as well as to visitors a source of the greatest annoy- 
ance, and a fearful discount on the value of that affection 
they intend to bestow. 

Maria A. Wycoff, Lora Annis, Addie B. Annis, Nellie 
J. Towns and Frank C. Towns, in the summer term, Lora 
Annis, Addie B. Annis, both summer and fall, and Hattie 
M. Whorf, in all the terms, were perfect in attendance. 


DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE. 


Summer term, Miss Lucy M. Boyd teacher. Miss Boyd 
had taught many terms in various districts in and out of 
town and had won friends and given satisfaction wherever 
her services were rendered. She found it only a pleasure 
to instruct and discipline this well-disposed school. No 
idle time was spent. The teacher was not confined to the 
questions contained in the text-books: but drew largely 
from her own store of information, gave practical exam- 
ples and ealled the attention of her pupils to points of in- 
terest not found in their books best calculated to aid them 
immensely in the acquisition of knowledge. The school 
was a profitable one and only wanted numbers to make it 
enthusiastic and highly interesting. 

Winter term, Miss Mary L. Kelso, teacher. Miss Kelso 
was also an experienced teacher, possessing excellent 
scholarship, her teaching was accurate and thorough. 
Mildness of temper characterized all her proceedings. 
Her explanations were clear and her general manner of 
teaching much approved. 
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Prompt and ambitious classes were exhibited at the 
close of both terms. If any distinction should be made 
in favor of particular recitations it would be those in men- 
tal and written Arithmetic, and a very excellent class in 
U.S. History. ‘ 

Willie J. Eaton and Minnie J. Chase were perfect in 
attendance during the summer term. 


DISTRICT NUMBER SIX. 


Summerterm. Teacher, Miss Lizzie H. Crowell. 

Miss Crowell found here a good school wherein to make 
an experiment in teaching. It is one of those where the 
work is comparatively easy, not merely from the fact that it 
is small, but for the additional reason that the scholars need 
little urging in their studies and still less severe discipline. 
The teacher was anxious to perform every part of her duty 
to those under her care, and succeeded in bringing about 
good results at the close of the school. 

Reading was above the average and classes in mental 
Arithmetic had made rapid improvement. 

Winter term, teacher, Miss Emma Greeley. The pupils 
of Miss Greeley had known her the winter previous asa 
careful and patient ‘eacher, and were prepared from the 
first to work with a will that always conquers. 

Out of the sixteen scholars (twice as many as in the sum- 
mer), classes in written Arithmetic, Grammar and United 
States History were examined that would suffer nothing in 
comparison with the best in town. 

Orietta J. Boyce, Eddie C. Brown, Charlie J. Brown, 
Charlie F. Boyce, in the winter, and Ella F. Boyce, Fred P. 
Corning and Frank A. Nesmith, during both terms, were 
perfect in attendance. 


‘DISTRICT NUMBER SEVEN. 


The summer term of sixteen weeks was taught by Miss 
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Abby I. Boyd. Miss Boyd was well qualified for her posi- 
tion. Standing high as a scholar, she suffered noferrors to 
pass without correction. The discipline of the school was 
such that it was uniformly found to be in good order. 
The long term was wisely divided, giving a short vacation 
near the middle. Thus the scholars had a little time to rest 
but not long enough to disconcert them or make confusion 
in their studies. It was evident at the close that the time, 
though somewhat protracted, had been well improved, and 
that through the instrumentality of the teacher and a dili- 
gent use of means on the part of the scholars, the best re- 
sults had been attained. A class of beginners in written 
Arithmetic were unusually correct, while classes in Geogra- 
phy and Grammar had received proper attention, were 
spirited in their recitations and well advanced. 

Winter term, Miss Sarah L. Haselton teacher. The 
school at this time sustained in a high degree the reputation 
it had acquired during the summer. The teacher was com- 
petent for the task and was at all times more than willing 
to do her share of the labor. The examination showed 
that she had aimed to give the truest and most thorough in- 
struction. The scholars seemed, uniformly, to yield implic- 
it obedience, and it must be confessed, profited well by their 
faithful teaching. Good classes were examined in most of 
the branches, and one in U. S. History had as extensive a 
knowledge of the chronological order of events as any we 
remember to have heard. 

Elbridge W. Furber, Willie P. Boyce, in summer, Harry 
Richardson, in winter, and Freddie McGregor in both terms, 
were perfect in attendance, anda large number might be 
named who were nearly so. 


DISTRICT NUMBER EIGHT. 


Three terms of school were taught in this district by Miss 
Louise EH. Mullins. Miss Mullins brought to her work more 
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than the usual qualifications for teaching and governing. 
Her word was the unwritten law of the school room, and 
such was her dignity and firmness that itseldom needed re- 
»peating. Her explanations were clear and comprehensive 
and ull her instruction was given in a mild and familiar 
manner, calculated to win the affections of her pupils and 
do them the greatest amount of good. The school was ju- 
diciously classed and the right kind of attention given to all 
branches, not excepting those by some teachers considered 
“dry,’’ and often neglected. 

At the close of the winter term it was found that the 
year’s schooling had been one of great profit. 

Much credit should be given to the older members of the 
school for their cordial co-operation in the plans of the 
teacher, their uniformly respectful bearing and exemplary 
conduct in and around the school room. 

Sarah E. Crowell, Mary F. Norcross, Abbie A. Goodwin, 
Eva E. Annis, Hattie F. Ladd, Mattie M. Woods, Julia M. 
Payne, Emma H. Perkins, Mary A. Noyes, Frank E. Nor- 
cross, Fred: E. Skinner, Charles Annis, and Geo. Peabody, 
were perfect in attendance during the first two terms, and a 
considerable number are reported as not absent a day during 
the winter. 

A most successful dramatic entertainment was given at 
the expiration of the winter term of school, by the scholars 
of the district kindly assisted by the teacher, to secure 
funds for the purchase of an Unabridged Dictionary for the 
teacher’s desk. The arrangements were admirably carried 
out, and it is believed gave universal satisfaction to the 
~ many patrons of the exhibition. 


DISTRICT NUMBER NINE. 


Previous to the commencement of the summer school, 
district No. 10, in Derry, was upon petition and by the 
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unanimous agreement of the boards of Selectmen and 
School Committee of both towns united with this district 
for purposes of schooling. It is believed this union will 
be greatly for the interest of both parties, enabling them, 
as it does, not only to bring their children together in 
one school, which would of itself be a most desirable re- 
sult, but also to unite their means for lengthening and 


sustaining the school and in other ways promoting its use- 
fulness. 

Both terms of school were taught by Miss Luella A. 
Campbell, who evinced a strong desire to make the best 
use of all the means at her command to interest her pupils 
and improve the character of the school. She gave a due 
share of her time and attention to the younger and less 
advanced classes, believing it to be well to rear the 
fabric on a solid foundation. | We would speak par- 
ticularly of the Reading classes and an advanced class 
in Grammar as deserving commendation, while some be- 
ginners in the study of Arithmetic had started well. 
Spelling had not been neglected, this being one of the 
few schools where classes in that branch: were exhibited at 
the close of the term. The teacher reports that not a 
word was misspelled by the first class during the summer 
term . 

A variety of text books were in use here not authorized, 
thus multiplying classes and dividing the teacher’s time 
that should be united on one. Parents will please notice 
the list included in this report. 

Nellie M. Richardson, D. Brewster Wilson and Mary _ 
Orall, in summer, Walter E. Greeley and Eddie C. 
Tebbetts in winter, and Frank T. Greeley in both terms 
were perfect in attendance. 
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Londonderry 
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DISTRICT NUMBER TEN. (No. 3 in Derry.) 


Two terms of eleven and thirteen weeks, respectively, 
were taught during the past year, the first by Miss Joseph- 
ine N. Bradford, the second by Miss Maria M. Parsons. 
But four different scholars attended from this town. 

Isabella McGregor is reported as perfect in her Spelling 
class and also in attendance during the summer term. 


DISTRICT NUMBER ELEVEN, 


Teacher, Summer term, Miss Mary J. Crowell. This, 
if we mistake not, was Miss Crowell’s first trial at teaching 
and it taxed her energies as well as her scholarship, some- 
what, young as she was to govern well and instruct thor- 
oughly a school like this, consisting of scholars whose ages 
ranged from three to seventeen years, some of whom were 
well advanced in their text books, keen and observing and 
strictly tenacious of their own honestly entertained views. 
But, possessing a strong confidence in her ability, and ap- 
plying herself with unflinching perseverance to her work- 
She succeeded in accomplishing results that would have 
been creditable to a teacher of age and experience. 
Classes with scarcely an exception appeared to good ad- 
vantage at the examination and manifested an ambitious 
desire to excel. Twenty-one is reported to be the average 
. attendance, twenty-two the whole number. This is a 
large average and reflects credit upon all parties. 

The winter term was commenced by Miss Pauline Scul- 
ly who retired at the end of two weeks, and the school 
was thenceforth entrusted to Miss Rebecca L. George. 
_ Miss George had taught here previously, was well ac- 
quainted with most of her pupils and comprehended well 
their dispositions, necessities and desires. She entered 
at once, and with alacrity into the business of the school 
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room and by infusing into her scholars a good degree of 
her own life and enthusiasm, she succeeded in making 
this one of the most cheerful, interesting and profitable 
schools of the season. Her attention was directed as 
equally as possible to all, and classes composed of the 
youngest had made as marked progress at the close of the 
school as the oldest. Writing had not only not been neg- 
lected, but had rather been made a speciality and the 
scholars of this district should have the credit of present- 
ing the best specimens of penmanship that have come to 
the notice of the committee during the past year. A valu- 
able present was tendered the teacher at the close of the 
school as an appreciation of her services. 

Nellie M. Watts, Delia M. Watts, Charles Colby, and 
Willie Colby in summer, and Willie L. Wheeler, Alvah 
G. Watts, Ernest M. Watts, and Walter B. James in 
winter, were perfect in attendance. 


REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS. 


The condition of the schools of Londonderry, including 
the statistical matters required by law to be presented aniiu- 
ally to the town, is mainly indicated in that part of the re- 
port relating to individual schools and the accompanying 
table. It only remains for the committee to call the public 
attentioh to a few thoughts suggested to his. own mind that 
may possibly lead to the discovery of an error, the removal 
of a prejudice, or in some way shed a spark of light on the 
path of education and progress. 

There is certainly a satisfaction in the consciousness that 
we are doing far more for the benefit of our schools than 
was done years ago, but if we look around us, we shall find 
that enlightened communities so appreciate the common 
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school system that their motto is ever “ onward,” and they 
never weary in laboring, in one way or another with body 
or mind for the great object that comes so near their homes 
and their hearts, and if we pause where we are, we shall 
fall ignominiously in the rear of our thoughtful and more en- 
terprising neighbors. 

It is believed our schools have had a year of success in the 
common acceptation of the term. Cases of insubordination 
have been rare indeed. In only one school, has any com- 
plaint of that nature been made. Neither has it been nec- 
essary to resort to harsh expedients in restraining the mis- 
chievous or curbing the unlawful desires of the ardent 
school-boy. It is not known that a single teacher, whose 
services were retained, has failed to gain the respect and 
confidence of the pupils, and in a majority of cases, striking 
marks of esteem and affection have been evinced. Teach- 
ers were instructed to punish profanity and the use of ob- 
scene language in and around the school room; but, with 
a single exception, the committee is not aware of any occa- 
sion to carry the instructions into effect. In years past, it 
was not uncommon, in fact it was thought to be very much 
a matter of course, to find amongst the larger boys, one or 
more, whose business it was to excite the animosity of his 
school mates and breed disturbance and anarchy, often re- 
sulting in open rebellion. His presence was always a blight, 
demoralizing in the highest degree and discouraging to the 
best teachers, and not unfrequently did he build up an un- 
enviable notoriety on the ruins of a promising school. 
Though the * one sinner” that “ destroyeth much good” is 
not yet extinct it must excite the gratitude of all good citi- 
zens that his influence is on the wane, as the loyalty of our 
schools for the past year abundantly testifies. While the 
arts and sciences have been by no means neglected, it gives 
us great pleasure to speak thus of the improved tone of mor- 
als and manners amongst the youth of our town. 
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Female teachers have been employed in all our schools 
and in every term with one exception. A very large pro- 
portion enjoyed a high standing for scholarship and intelli- 
gence, were correct and thorough in their teaching and so 
efficient and business like that the accomplishment of their 
purposes was foreshadowed in their manner of doing the 
work. It is true that even the most skillful will occasional- 
ly adopt a mistaken course, fall unwittingly into the ruts of 
habit, or fail to decern the truest and best ways of imparting 
instruction. But we are confident that in nearly every case, 
.those of the past year have manifested so strong a desire to 
do their work well, that employers have been disposed to 
throw the mantle of charity around their trifling faults and 
excuse rather than censure. 

It is gratifying to state that writing, the neglect of which 
so much has been said by committees in past years, has, in a 
large majority of schools, received its due share of atten- 
tion by both teacher and scholars, though in a few cases, it 
has been scarcely taught at all. In years gone by when the 
old school houses were crowded and running over with 
scholars, sitting in close proximity, a bakers dozen in a seat 
it certainly required considerable labor and ‘“‘fuss’’ for one 
to clear off the books, get out the goose quill, the lead ink- 
stand, the brown paper. covered writing-book, rule and 
plummet and then to elbow his neighbor on each hand for 
room to go on undisturbed with his work. It would not be 
strange, if, under these circumstances, both pupil and teacher 
should be somewhat discouraged and occasionally neglect 
the exercise. But with our present facilities, it would seem 
reasonable to make writing as much an art or science to be 
taught and learned as any other branch within the range of 
a common school education. 

Teachers are cautioned to beware of an error into which 
they are lable to fall, of bestowing labor upon any one 
branch that should justly be given to another. In some in- 
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stances, fully half the time of the afternoon of the exami- 
nation has been given to-classes in arithmetic, while others 
were hastily passed over or omitted altogether. If this were 
an index of the course previously pursued in the school, it 
must be acknowleded that injustice was done to a part of the 
scholars. Arithmetic unquestionably demands as much of 
a teachers time as any one branch, and possibly more, but 
to say that it requires more than a// others would be extray- 
agant. and untrue. Weare aware that just here, teachers 
occupy a delicate position. It is not easy in all cases, to de- 
cide just where to draw the lines. Classes in some branch-, 
es are more exacting than in others, while certain scholars, 
from the character of their intellects, require more attention 
and assistance than others of the same grade, and the ablest 
teachers can always find room for a display of good judge- 
ment and sound common-:sense. 

There is no good reason why geography should be kept ia 
the back ground, or studied only by the younger pupils, as 
it is in some schools. It is a study eminently fit and appro- 
priate for the oldest and most advanced who should aim at 
learning it in ali its details and no scholar should think of 
leaving the common school with an imperfect knowledge of 
all that is taught in the highest text-book on this subject, 
authorized in our schools. 

We know of no one thing so much needed in our school 
rooms as an Unabridged Dictionary. No. 2, is the only dis- 
trict that has one. A small contribution in each of the oth- 
ers for the purchase of one, would be a wise expenditure of 
money. 

The following is a list of text-books now authorized, no 
change having been made the past year, except the intro- 
duction of a new work on U.S. History: 

Bible, Hilliard’s series of Readers, Warren’s Geography, 
Quackenbos’ Grammar, Greenleaf’s Common School Arith- 
metic, Colburn’s and Emerson’s Mental Arithmetic, W or- 
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cester’s Speller, Potter and Hammond’s series of Writing 
Books and Campbell’s U. 8S. History. 

In closing this report, the citizens of Londonderry are re- 
minded that no amount of labor should be considered a bur- 
den—no expense too great, when applied for the sure and 
lasting benefit of our schools. Let no available means be 
spared for the intellectual and moral improvement of our 
youth. Let every citizen feel that he has a personal interest 
in the subject, and a responsibility resting upon him and a 
consciousness that he is required to cast in his’ mite, if it be 
but a word of encouragement, counsel and cheer. 


JOHN DICKEY, 
S. S. Committee. 
Londonderry, March 2, 1874. 
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Literary fuud $147 00 
Surplus revenue 100 00 
Tax on dogs 53 00 
Amount from taxation 1,491 00 
~ Amount appropriated by town $1,791 00 
Received from Dist. No. 10, Derry, and ap- 
plied in Dist. No. 9 33 90 
Received from Edmund Adams fund, Dist. 
No. 8 . 20 00 


Whole amount applied to schools $1,844 90 
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IM AIN OFT ES TE RS aN ea. 


Is well known through Central New England as the best place 
to purchase 





' FANCY GOODS, 


American, English and French 


PAPER HANGINGS. 


Cloth and Paper Window Shades, 


Portrait, Photograph and Picture Frames, &e., &c. 





FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 
FISK 





Manufactures many of his goods. 
Imports many of his goods. 
Manufactures all kinds Blank Books. 
Manufactures all kinds Paper Boxes. 
Manufactures all kinds Window Shades. 
Manufactures all kinds of Frames. 
Regilds old Frames and Ornaments. 

does all kinds of Book Binding. 

does all kinds of Book and Job Printing. 
buys in large quantities. at low prices, and 
Sells at Wholesale and Retail Cheap. 
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ain addition to the above Fisk i is proprietor of the: 


| EAGLE BOOK STORE & PAPER HANGING DEPOT, 


forse STREET, CONCOERB, NW. EE., 


Where any of the above goods can be had, and orders left for 
work at the same low prices. | 


WILLIAM H. FISK. 





March, 1874. 





MANCHESTER, N. H., 














